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Amidst immense 
resources and 
constraints of 

nature, the state of 
Himachal Pradesh 

in India boasts of a 
fantastic diversity 

of cultural and 
ethnic 

characteristics 
nurtured through 

ages along 
prominent river 

basins and valleys 
strung across the 
entire length and 

breadth of this 
Himalayan setting.  



A new order and connected aspirations have no doubt begun to 
influence and manifest themselves through expressional routes be 
it in customs, habits, dress, visual and performing arts and craft as 

also living spaces ς dwellings, abodes and institutions.  



It is in the components of the changing 
vernacular of these regions that the 

new idioms of language have started to 
play a redefining and significant role.  



Most of the rural habitations here have 
already, or are rapidly getting connected to 

the world outside through the immense 
strides and inroads made by communication 

technologies into these areas. Satellite 
television, mobile cell phones, STD/ISD 

connectivity, increasing road networks have 
contributed together to bring the interior 

world of rural Himachal in continuous 
interface with the larger world outside it. 

Individual expectations of income from 
work-based engagements have altered and 
along with steadily ascending literacy levels 
especially among the youth, indications of a 

new social order seem to be an emergent 
reality.                            

The city is the immediate 
ŘǊŜŀƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊǳǊŀƭΧΦΦ 



This presentation is 
based on our 

engagement in 
various parts of 

Himachal Pradesh 
over the last two 

decades. It 
encompasses various 
levels of exploration, 
enquiry, assessment 

and design 
application in mainly 

three tribal villages in 
the Kinnaur district of 

the state.   
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Phase I Bharmour: Chaurasi 



Phase II 



Stage I 

Stage II 

Phase III 



Tourism 
 

The variety of tourist facilities offered today 
by the village is a resultant of conditions of 
access, location, scale of activity and target 

categories of tourists. These types are 
distinguished from each other in their formal 

assembly but follow a similar aesthetic 
expression system to highlight their individual 

presence in the landscape.  

Bungalow type Hotel in an orchard plot 

Hotel in an orchard plot Bangla Tower 

Guest House along  main 
vehicular spine 

HP Tourism Hotel  Guest House along 
pedestrian spine in core 



Home-stay Policy : ¢ƘŜ ŜǎǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ άƘƻƳŜ 
ǎǘŀȅέ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 

strengthening of local socio-cultural norms 
and expressions, allowing guests to 

appreciate a lifestyle that is markedly 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊǎΦ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ άƘƻƳŜ 
ǎǘŀȅέ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ {ŀƴƎƭŀ 

because of the presence of an active 
institutional system already with NGO 

organizations like Sangla Valley Sustainable 
Development Society, which is aggressively 

promoting it in the village. 

Model Home-stays 
Existing Appropriate 

Examples 

Vertically stacked hotels along the core periphery 



Technology 
 

A paradigm shift in the availability and use of 
locally procured building materials and 

technology towards modern urban materials 
and systems is generating a sweeping 

transformation of built characteristics in Kalpa 
- Sangla and the state in general. This is giving 
way to energy intensive, conventional urban 

technologies using brick and cement masonry 
in RCC framed structures and roofing system. 

Modern materials like cement, glass, brick, 
etc. are fast replacing the use of traditional 

materials like timber, stone, mud, etc. in 
construction of new buildings in the villages.   



Appendix 1 



There is sporadic 
modernization of the 
buildings within the 
core whereas the 
market stretch 
comprises of modern 
construction 
completely. 

Modern Buildings 
Hybrid  Buildings 
Traditional Buildings  

Building Transformation trends in Sangla  

The traditional 
settlement core is 

gradually being 
interspersed with new 

types of residential 
unit types, displaying 

a transformed 
architectural 
vocabulary. 



Aspirations  
 

The last decade has witnessed considerable 
changes in the villages with respect to 

lifestyle and livelihood pattern of the rural 
population. Increased connectivity and 

economic prosperity has altered the way of 
living, particularly with strong influences 

from the urban world.  



Implications  



background  


